OW muooh am | offered for thin
fine stesl crulser Detroit—bullt
in 1880, cost nie $1.2U8.03%, &l
most as good ss new, only a bit
shop-worn, and !'m sacrificing
my old paval stock so as o
make room for & couple of $0,
000-ton  battlenhips [I've just
anked congross for. How mueh
for the Detroit? Do | bhear
$50,0007  Wall, $25,000, then.
No? Why, gentlemaen, you
conldn’t buy a tog-bost at that fgure, 20,0007
Twenly | am offered. [a that ali? Golng, go
Ing—gono at §30,0001"

The auctloneer was Uncle Ham, and the oces-
wlon was ona of his little naval rummage sales,
held at the navy yard last January.

Uncle SBam has from $140,000,000 to §160,000,000
worth of battleships, crulsers, monitors, gun-
boats and other miscellaneous ex-Hghting cralt
plled up In his naval junk-sbop. That in to say,
the disoards, obsolete or obsolescent types, crip-
ples, back numbers and total wrecks at present
on his hande cost Wim the tidy sum Indicated for
construction aloge, not counting guns and equip
ment. Thesa Intter représont & more Or less per
Ishable value, too, but that's another story.

It was doubtless owing te Uncle Sam's reputa
tion for unsentimentality In regard to superannu-
ated war vessols that general credence was given
o & recent rumor that Turkey proposed to pur-
chase from the United States the four armored
crulsers Olympic, Saratoga, Broollyn and Kalelgh

This rumor was promptly denled from Washing
ton, Uncle Sam has no authority in law to dis-
posa of naval vessals to any foreign government.
Otherwise the iden was not so very (ar removed
from possibility.

Three of the four crulders named are at navy
yards, or the Naval Academy, the fourth one, the
New York (or the Sarntogn, as she s called now),
belng with the Asiatic squadron, The veasels are
all of obmolets Lype, but sach has contributed to
naval history., The Saratoga was Rear Admiral
Bampson’s flagehip at Bantingo, the Hrooklyn was
Rear Admiral Schiey's flagahip in the same bat-

tle, the Olympia was Admiral Dewey's flagahip
ut Manlla Bay, and the Halelgh, also of the Ma-
nlla squadron, was under command of Capt. Jo-
seph B, Coghlan of "Hoch der Kalser” fame. The
Olympia la at the Naval Academy, the Hrookiyn
at the Philadelphin yard and the Ralelgh at
Mare Island.

The armored crulser Hrooklyn, bullt at Pnil
adeélphla tn 180698, ls the Inrgest of the vessels
onmed. Bhe ls of 928106 tony' displacement, and
wis completed at a cost of §4,007,816. The next
Inrgest of the four vessels I the Ssratoga (ex-
Now York), an armored orufser of 8,200 tons dis

ent, bullt at Philadeiphin in 1881 and cost-

almost a8 much as the Drookiyn. The Olym.

I8 a second-clans orulser, bullt at San Fran

In 185206, The Ralelgh s a third-oclass

wulser, bullt at Norfolk at about the same tIu.m

are ol the protected type.

d of the big armorclads are but m-mlr

ont commizsion, or “in reserve”—that means

honded for Davy Jones's locker, though na yet

the marked-down price tag has not been attached.

Others—-for instapce tha $20,000.000 job lot of

mooltors——would, probably be unsalable at any
price as foatable or Hghting vessels,

Admiral Jack Phillp's old battleshlp 'I'exas,
whioh bore the brunt of the fighting at Santiago,
was rechristened the San Marcos, wo that her
stute name might be given to one of the new
droaduoughts, Then, last spring, the venerable
war-horse was lowed out into Chesapogke HBay
and st up as & target for the New Hampabire's
big guns and dynamite shells to butter into scrap
fron. What a comedown from twenty-five years
ngo, when the Texas, constructed At a cost of
$4,202,121, was a besuty of the new squadron!

Sumpson's old Nagublp s now Lthe Saratogn—
having surrendered ber name (o the newer Now
York. Hhe bhas been rebullt at n cost of more
than halt a mlillon doliars, and is now In the
Philippin the only one of the Santiago fighters
in actual commission today.

Schiley's famoun Brooklyn, in ber declining days,
teposes poncefully o the League Island uavy
yard, Philadelphin. The lowa, "Flghting UHob™
Evany' ship, s in reserve, as are also the Mas
sachuse!ts, the Indiana and the Oregon—the gal-
lant battleship that Captain Clark brought hailr-
ay around the world In record time, without
break.

These and other good old-timers are not yet
“all In" by any means, St they couldn't hold
thelr own in the fghting line with such busky
youngstera as, say, the Connecticut or the North
Dakota, today, much less with the superdread-
noughts of the Florlda type of tomorrow, Thers
fore, nccording to up-todate standards thoy are
in the obsalgete class. When a vessel once gets
thers, us a rule, the rest s sllence,

Evon the proud Atlantic fleet battieships of
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1907, that in De
cember of that year
salled out of Hamp-
ton Roads on the
famous around-the-
world crulse — the
Alnbama, hinols,
Malpe, Mlssourt,
Ohlo, Kearsarge,
Kentucky, Wiscon-
#in and New Jer
goy-—are out of the front line now. Bome of them
particlipated In the recent theoretical coast mn-
nouvers agalnst New York and Bostom, but they
ware technically “sunk™ by the submarines and
torpedo boats,

For an example of rapld tobogganing into
desuetufle, look at the three siately protecled
crulsers St. Louls, Charleston and Mlilwaukee,
which cost about $3%,800,000 apiece when they
were bullt In 1802, Even then, certaln Dick Dead-
eyes of the navy declared that this type was ob-
solete before the crulser triplets went into com-
mission. He that as it may, at the present day
thess 811,000,000 worth of erulers are fenerally
regarded as three white elephants which the navy
Is bothered to know what to’do with.

The monitora stand for a ploturesque but ex-
pensive fad, dating from the Infancy days of iron-
¢lads In the Civil war of fifty years ago, when
Ericsson’s amall “cheesebox on a raft” In Hamp-
ton Noads put the Confederate Merrimao out of
business and saved the natlon. If It were not for
“pant performances” prestige there would not be
ten milllon dollars’ worth of monitors rusting in
the rivers (oday, Four of these curios, which
have beon within a decade recmdeled Into single-
turrel const defenders, are the Cheyenne, once
the Wyoming, the Osark, formerly the Arkansas,
and the Tallabhasse and the Tonopah, which used
to be respectively the Florlda and the Nevada.

When = special class craft ia tried out, such,
for exunmple, na the Vesuviueg dynamite gunboat ot
nearly twently years ago, she soon either goes (o
the lumber attle herself or else puts some other
type In the obsolete class. In elther case, Uncle
SBam's scrap-heap grows larger and more miscel
lansous,

HSuch Is the universal law of naval evolution
England, France and Germany are in this same
naval junk busibess on o vast scale, and Italy
and Austria In & smaller way.

The excuse ls the genernl one of modern mil
tarism—that competitive war preparation Is the
price of pence, From (be tinuncial viewpoint of
the taxpayer the high cost of peace {s about the
same as that of active hostilitiea,

AL any rate, the most recent practical lessons
ol war are applied with moarvelous results of
progress to the world's navies, and In no country
is this more strikingly exemplified than in the
United States,

Walter B. Meriwether, the wellknown paval
nuthority, has shown In lllustration of the de
valopment of gunnery #ince the Spanish war
tuat In the target practice of United States war.
ships today the percentuge of misses s actually
smaller than the percantage of hits was at San-
tiago.

Avcording to the same authority, the dea of
the modern dreadnought or all-blggun battleship
origloated In our own Davy. Years belore Lhe

first English dreadpought was put In commission
American-drawn plans for two such vessels, tenta-
tively oalled the Fensible and the Possible, re-
posed in dusty plgeonboles in the navy depart-
ment at Washlogton, They were resurrected
Iater In the light of developments abroad,

Thirty-five seagoing battleships nnd dread-
noughts—beginning with the Indiana, Massachu-
setts and Oregon group, lald down lo 1891, and In-
cluding the new §8,000,000 dreadnoughts New
York nnd Texas, vet unborn—may be sald to con-
stitute the mnin line of Uncle Sam’'s sea fight.
ers,

The other battleship
chronologienl succession
sarge and Kentucky: 4,
congin, Maine, Missourl
Rhode Island, New Jersey, Geotgla, Nebraska,
Kansas, Connecticut, Loulsians, Vermont, MNew
Hampshire, Minnesota, Mississippl and (daho.
After these, beginning In 19066 with the near
dreadnoughts Bouth Carolina and Michigan, come
the present dreadnought series: North Dakota,
Delaware, Florida, Utah, Wyoming, Arkansas,
Texas and New York,

In the meantime, as demonstrated in the mimie
“Battle of Block lsland” this summer, the sub-
marines hava practically prpved the battleships
vilnernable, therefore outclassed and obsolescent.
These maneuvers may be said to have borne out
the prediction of a plank in the “Proposed Plat-
form [for the American Party, published in 1807:

"We desire that the Amerloan navy shall be
the most powerful and eMeclent In the world; but
we consider thal vew inventions huve displaced
or are about to displace the battieship, cruiser,
torpado-boat and monltor, and thersfore hesitate
to make further appropriations for these types of
fighting craft™

Congervative statesmon In the United States
senute have denounced the vast appropriations
for armored ships—sume estimated In the aggre-
gate ot more than §10,000,000—as a bad Invest
ment. They have stigmatized the United States
nuvy as “a lot of old tubs, more dangerous to
those on the Inside than to those without.”

Even in Eogland the day of the dreadnought Is
heginning to decline, while the submarine—to say
nothing of the war aeroplane—is vet In Infancy

AL thls rate, ere long, our copgress may hear
the ory of the armed-peace advocates changing
to "Millions for development of the diving-bost;
not one cent morae for dreadnoughts!*

The naval men themseives Are not slow to read
the slgne of coming change

It may be only & question of a very few years
when the general adoption of a 14-inch gun capa-
bip of shooting with sccuracy at a distance of
Nfdeen miles will revolutionize naval warfare
Such n gun ls now In process of trying-out, and
il It proves a success Il will make all the coast
defonses of today practically useless.

“There 'Is no doubt,” declares Rear Admira)
Francis T. Bowles, U/, 5. N, retired, “that a feet
equipped with the new li-inch gun of the Iatest
type could raze New York or any other seaport
In less than an hour. It seems to me that the
answer to thin problem of coast defense 1a made
by the submarine. | belleve that the submarine
Is going to be takem more seriously avery year

by naval experts, It ls the most deadly enemy of
the battleship.”

groups and types, In
are 2, lowa; §, Kear-
Alabsma, Illinoils, Wis-
and Ohlo; b, Virginia,

FRISCO MAYOR HAS BIG TASK

Iife began in January, 1900, when he
Hind, a high school classmate. The

Hind's

years went on.

It Is a big Job that James Rolph, Jr.
the new mayor of Ban Francisco, for
merly an errand boy, has before him!
In taking charge of the city govern:
ment for the fouryear term, during
which It must prepars for the Panama-
Pacife exposition, he will be largely
responaible for the expenditure of
$100,000,000 for pablic works,

And then, most difficult and most im
portant of all, perhaps, he must “cleun
up” San Francleco, That Is, he murt
give the city such a moral cleaning
that it will present a decent sppear-
ance to the thousands of visitors [rom
all over the world.

By his election Rolph becomes on
International figure with the expend!
ture of milllona of dollara under his
direction, with the prosperity of a m'l-
lion people largely dependent upon his
policles, with the muccess of the
world's fair linked to his sdministra-
tien and with the good nime of San
Francisco In his keeping.

Rolph plugged his way through the grammar school and spent three
and one-half years in completing the high school course, doing odd jobs to
earn money to buy books and clothes

Rolph's meteoric start in busiuess
formed a partnership with George U,
two young men opened a lttle office

near the water front and started in the shipping and commission businesa.
father gave the boys thelr start and within a few months they were
doing business on their own acoount,

which trebled and quadrupled as the

PASTOR OF CHURCH 40 YEARS

One of the unlque figures (n the re-
ligious world of today Is Rev, Dr,
Robert Stuart MacArthur, former pas-
tor of Calvary Baptist church, New
York city and newly elacted prosident
of the World Alllance of the Baptiat
Church,

Dr. MacArthur was born In
nda of Scotch parentage. After grad-
uating from Rochester Theological
#eminary he began his pastorate in
the above church May 15, 1870, Bince
his pastorate he haa (ncreased the
membership from 238 to 2,600, He has
laid on God's altar for church work,
city missions and home and foreign
missions more than $2,000,000. This
Is a remarkable record, especially
when [t is borne in mind that not n
milllonaire Is to be found in the mem-
bership.

His election calls to mind that Dr.
MacArthur, who seoms far from fitting
the role of o seventy-year-old minister,
has retired from the first and only pas-

Can-

tist World Alliance.

hlnhnprlc

torate occupled by him during his four decades as a clergyman,
ment from the pastorate brings him to a wider activity.
note that Dr. MacArthur was unanimously elected In Philadelphla by dele-
gatea representing every couniry on the globe to the presidency of the Bap-

This Is the highest honor possible in the Baptist denom-
Ination, on either side of the ocean or In the world.

His retire-
It is interesting to

It I8 really a world-wide

KITCHENER GOES TO EGYPT

talks."
coss le well nigh Ilmpossible.
thoory.

of the Loire,

and working, It can be Juessed,

In 1882,

Field Marshal Viscount Kitchener's
appolntment as agent and consul gen-
eral at Calro was recelved at that city
with great satlafaction., As a matter
of fact, Lord Kitchener will really,
though not in name, be arbiter of
Egyptian pollcy, and will be respon-
slble under the British government
for the administration of Egypt and
the Sudan. His full title for the po-
sition is minister plenipotentinry and
consul general and his salary is
£7,000 a year.

As regards his suitabllity for the po-
sitlon, it Is certaln that there is no
man o Britain with whom could
be more surely trusted the affalrs of
Egypt and Sudan. Hlis very name
proclaims him to be the man that Is
wanted—K, of K., Kitchener of Khar-
tum. It is a nickname by which he
will always be remembered. And yet
it is only one of his many nicknames.
It has been sald, “The great usually
talk too much; Kitchener never

The Yankee boasts that he makes good on talk, and without it suoc-
But here we have a living contradiction to the

Kitchener was never at o public school, and commenced his career when
he temporarily enllsted while in has teens us a private in the French army
At twenty he blossomed Into a “sapper,”

Joining the engineers,

doggedly at his profession till four years
later he became a member of the Palestine survey.
British history, for later he passed to the command of the Egyptian cavalry,

Thus he became part of

LAURIER

IS NOT TO QUIT

“1 will remain In parllament as
loader of the opposition for some time,
1 should be a deserter of my party if
I ran away now,” sald 8ir Wilfrid Lau-
rier In Ottawa, Ont. Bir Wilfrid said
that he hnd intended to retire and, no
doubt, would do so after some time,
but not immediately. He undoubted-
1y will go through the next sesslon as
tender of the opposition

Bir Wiltrild Laurier, defeated, and
perhaps a little dlsmayed, possibly
wishes now more than over that he
had remained unknighted. He did not
desire the honor bestowed upon him
at the diamond jubllee., “1 would have
preferred to remaln plain Wiltrid Lau.
rier,” he has sald. *“! began my po-
ltieal earser under plain Alexander
McKennle, who began Wfe as a stone
cutter, and who lived and dled plain
Alexander MoKenzle."

An enemy charged him once with
baving recelvoed as a gift from a cor
rupt corporation a handsome, well fur
nished dwelling.

He told the Dominion parllament what the dacts were,
Wiltrid explained that be had bought the house himself, paying £1,100 cash
down and furnishing it, except for a few gifts from personal friends to Lady
Laurier, ralaing the money on bis own personal note, and giving & mortgage
for the balance, £800, on the house itsell,

Sir




